Walter A. Metzen
Attorney at Law

3156 Penobscot Building

645 Griswold Street

Detroit MI 48226

(313)  962-4656                                                                                              Fax: (313) 962-4241

Dear prospective bankruptcy client, 


This letter is a follow up to our recent telephone conversation in which we discussed how you might benefit from the protections a bankruptcy could offer you.


Bankruptcy is a relatively simple legal matter, and is nothing to be afraid of. I handle about one-half of my cases through the mail, although I would prefer to meet you personally if possible.


Enclosed you will find my Bankruptcy Form.  If you have made an appointment to see me, please fill this out as best you can and bring it with you to the appointment.  If you have not made an appointment, you can call and schedule one or simply fill out the form and mail it to me with a money order made payable to the US Bankruptcy Court and I will begin working on your case.  The form does not need to be filled out completely. If you find a question difficult or are worried as to how an answer might affect your bankruptcy, please call me and I will be happy to assist you.


Remember, Bankruptcy is a valuable legal right that you, as a citizen of the United States, may exercise to protect you from creditor harassment.  


As always, feel free to call me with any questions regarding your financial circumstances.






Sincerely,






Walter A. Metzen

WAM/mep

Walter A. Metzen

Attorney at Law

3156 Penobscot Building

645 Griswold 

Detroit MI 48226

Phone: (313)962-4656




          Fax: (313)962-4241


BANKRUPTCY PROTECTION PACKET

Dear Bankruptcy Client:

FILL OUT the enclosed Bankruptcy Form and return it to me in the enclosed envelope, or call me to make arrangements to bring it to my office in person.

Be sure to attach a money order for $200 made payable to the US Bankruptcy Court.

The Court does not take personal checks. If seeing me personally at an appointment, you may bring cash.

After returning the Form to me, stop using and stop paying your credit cards, medical bills and any other debts you are seeking to discharge (wipe-out) in Bankruptcy.

Continue to pay those bills you wish to keep, such as your house and car payments, etc.

If creditors are harassing you, tell them I am your attorney and that I will be filing your case in the near future.  Do not give them my “800” number, it only works in Michigan.

Call me if you have any questions filling out the Form, and don’t be reluctant to call me for a FREE APPOINTMENT to discuss this matter in person in my office.

When you mail the Form back to me, I normally return the OFFICIAL BANKRUPTCY CASE to you for your signature within one week.

ATTORNEY FEE:  After I have returned the case to you for your signature, you will return it to me, signed, with your first installment payment of $_________. Then I file the case.  As soon as the case is filed, the AUTOMATIC STAY is put into effect.  This is a Court order that tells all creditors that they may no longer take any action against you to collect the debt. This includes calling you or your family, garnishing wages or seizing your personal property.  The creditors are stopped dead in their tracks.

The balance of the attorney fee, $__________, should be brought with you to Court or should be mailed to me before your scheduled Court hearing or MEETING OF CREDITORS. (typically few if any show up, but you must attend this five minute hearing.)  The Court hearing is informal (a Trustee will preside, not a Judge) and takes place about one month after your case is filed.

Call me if you have any problems, questions or concerns when filling out this Form.

Law Offices of Walter A. Metzen

Walter A. Metzen
Attorney at Law

3156 Penobscot Building

645 Griswold Street

Detroit MI 48226

(313)  962-4656                                                                                             Fax: (313) 962-4241

REQUEST FOR BANKRUPTCY PROTECTION

I /we wish to have debts permanently wiped out/discharged by filing a Chapter 7.

or (circle one)

I/we wish to develop an affordable repayment plan if possible by filing a Chap13.

_________________________________              ______          ______-____-______

YOUR FULL NAME                                                              AGE                SOCIAL SECURITY #

ARE YOU MARRIED, SINGLE, SEPARATED OR DIVORCED  (CIRCLE ONE)   

 IF MARRIED, DO YOU LIVE TOGETHER?    YES / NO

ARE YOU BOTH FILING BANKRUPTCY?  YES / NO

_______________________________________                 _______            _______-  _____-________

SPOUSE’S NAME  (IF FILING)                                           AGE                  SOCIAL SECURITY #

____________________________________________________________________ MI, 48________

YOUR PRESENT ADDRESS                                              CITY                                               ZIP

_________________________           ________________________            _______________________ 

HOME PHONE NUMBER                   WORK PHONE NUMBER             CELL PHONE OR PAGER #

_____________________________________________________________________________________

HAVE YOU OR YOUR SPOUSE USED ANY OTHER NAME IN THE LAST 6 YEARS?

EXAMPLE:  MARRIED, MAIDEN, BUSINESS NAME, DBA (Doing Business As)

REAL ESTATE

DO YOU PRESENTLY OWN; ARE YOU BUYING; OR ARE YOU INVOLVED AS A PART OWNER, IN ANY REAL ESTATE ( HOME, LAND, COTTAGE)             YES  /  NO     IF NO GO TO NEXT SECTION.     IS THIS A LAND CONTRACT.   YES/ NO      SEE NEXT PAGE FOR MOBILE  HOMES.
_____________________________________________________________________________________                  

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY:  IS THIS YOUR RESIDENCE  YES  /  NO  HOW MUCH $ DID YOU PUT DOWN?

19_________                          $_________                 $_________________      $____________________

YEAR BOUGHT                     PRICE PAID                   PRESENT FAIR MAR-                  PRESENT BALANCE

                                                               


KET VALUE, WHAT                    OWED  ON PROPERTY

                                                                                                                  YOU COULD SELL                    MORTGAGE, LAND

                                                                                                                    FOR NOW, AS IS                      CONTRACT, OR LIENS

NAME OF MORTGAGE COMPANY?    
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________                $_________________________________

WHOSE NAMES ARE ON DEED?                                             STATE EQUALIZED VALUE  (SEV/tax value)

ARE YOU BUYING, OR DO YOU CURRRENTLY OWN ANY CARS, TRUCKS, MOBILE HOMES, BOATS, MOTORCYCLES, SNOWMOBILES OR RECREATIONAL VEHICLES?      YES  /  NO

19___________________________________________________________________________________

       YEAR                       MAKE AND MODEL           NAME(S) ON          PRESENT           AMOUNT
CREDITOR

                                         LEASE OR PURCHASE?         TITLE , OWNER      VALUE                 OWED
19___________________________________________________________________________________

       YEAR                       MAKE AND MODEL           NAME(S) ON          PRESENT           AMOUNT
CREDITOR
                                         LEASE OR PURCHASE?      TITLE , OWNER      VALUE                 OWED
19___________________________________________________________________________________

       YEAR                       MAKE AND MODEL           NAME(S) ON          PRESENT           AMOUNT
CREDITOR
                                          LEASE OR PURCHASE?        TITLE , OWNER      VALUE                 OWED
DO NOT LIST CARS THAT ARE ALREADY REPOSSESSED OR VOLUNTARILY RETURNED , CARS ON WHICH YOU OR YOUR SPOUSE’S NAME DOES NOT APPEAR ON THE TITLE…  YOU SHOULD INCLUDE LEASED CARS OR ANY CARS YOU ARE ACTUALLY PAYING FOR…  YOU SHOULD ALSO LIST ANY CARS THAT ARE IN YOUR NAME BUT ARE BEING PAID FOR BY YOUR CHILD OR FRIEND…

PERSONAL  PROPERTY YOU CURRENTLY OWN THAT YOU WILL KEEP * 

 DO NOT LEAVE BLANK. ESTIMATE THE VALUE OF ALL POSSESSIONS                                                                                                                               

PRESENT

VALUE $ 

                                                                                                                                         DEPOSITS IN ANY BANK OR CREDIT UNION  (WHERE / CHECKING OR SAVINGS)  

_________________________________________________________________________ 
        $__________   

SECURITY DEPOSITS      ( WITH WHOM /  FOR WHAT )                                              
        $__________  

_________________________________________________________________________

     











 HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE  OR APPLIANCES: HOW MANY OF THE FOLLOWING DO YOU OWN?

Sofa/Couch_____Beds_____Tables_____TVs____VCRs____Stereos_____Washer/Dryer_____Stove_____

Refrigerator_____Microwave____Computer_____Lawnmower_____  TOTAL GARAGE  SALE VALUE:
        $__________

CLOTHING ,  FURS,  OR JEWELRY: HOW MANY RINGS____NECKLACES____BRACELETS____    $__________

FIREARMS,  PHOTO,  SPORTS OR HOBBY EQUIPMENT, TOOLS                                             $__________


(CIRLCE ALL THAT APPLY)

LIFE INSURANCE  POLICIES WITH CASH VALUE , STOCKS ,  BONDS                                  $__________

IRA’S, 401K PLANS,  PENSION PLAN AT WORK    (CIRCLE)                                                    $__________

ANTICIPATED TAX REFUND DUE,  UNPAID COMMISION



       $__________

ANY LAWSUITS FOR INJURY,  CLAIMS FOR MONEY AGAINST ANYONE

OR INHERITANCE IN PROBATE COURT?




                       $__________

*  IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU LIST ALL PROPERTY THAT YOU OWN SO THAT I CAN EXEMPT OR PROTECT IT FROM THE HANDS OF YOUR CREDITORS.  THE LAW IS VERY GENEROUS IN WHAT YOU ARE ALLOWED TO KEEP.  I WILL INFORM YOU IF YOUR ASSETS ARE OVER THE LIMIT.     ALL VALUES SHOULD BE APPROXIMATE VALUES YOU COULD GET IF YOU SOLD THE PROPERTY AT A GARAGE SALE OR IN THE PAPER.

INCOME

                                       HUSBAND /  MAN                                    WIFE / FEMALE

OCCUPATION (JOB TITLE)_____________________________            _____________________________

EMPLOYER                 ______________________________          ______________________________

COMPLETE

ADDRESS W/ ZIP CODE  ______________________________          ______________________________

HOW  LONG                 ___________YEARS__________MOS.          ___________YEARS__________MOS.       

EMPLOYED?

PAY RATE                   $ ______ HOUR    # ______ HRS. WEEK   $ ______ HOUR     # ______ HRS. 

FULL MONTHLY         $___________________ PER MONTH       $_________________PER MONTH

GROSS INCOME

FULL MONTHLY         $___________________ PER MONTH       $_________________PER MONTH

TAKE HOME

AFTER TAXES

ARE UNION DUES DEDUCTED FROM YOUR PAY? IF YES, HOW MUCH  PER MONTH $______

IS CHILD SUPPORT  DEDUCTED FROM YOUR PAY? IF YES, HOW MUCH PER MONTH$______

IS INSURANCE OR PARKING OR UNIFORMS DEDUCTED FROM YOUR PAY? HOW MUCH$______

NAME ,  AGE AND RELATIONSHIP OF ANY DEPENDENTS (INDIVIDUALS YOU TAKE CARE OF):                          

INCLUDE CHILDREN YOU PAY CHILD SUPPORT FOR AND YOUR SPOUSE, IF NOT FILING.    

Example:  John, age 11, son.

_________________________________________________________________________________

ARE YOU MARRIED,  SINGLE , SEPARATED, DIVORCED, WIDOWED. CIRCLE ONE.

MONTHLY LIVING EXPENSES

PLEASE  PROVIDE ME WITH YOUR AVERAGE MONTHLY LIVING EXPENSES.  DO NOT LIST ANY DEBTS THAT YOU ARE  PAYING ON THAT YOU WILL STOP PAYING WHEN YOUR BANKRUPTCY CASE IS FILED,  SUCH AS A CAR THAT IS BEING RETURNED,  ETC.

RENT                                          $___________           CAR PAYMENT /  LEASE          
   $___________                                                                                                                                                                    

MORTGAGE   PAYMENT        $___________           CAR INSURANCE                      
   $___________      

SECOND MORTGAGE             $___________           TRANSPORTATION                    
   $___________        

ELECTRIC /  HEATING            $___________           RECREATION                              
   $___________

WATER AND SEWER              $___________            CHARITY (TITHE)              
   $___________

TELEPHONE                             $___________            OTHER INSURANCE                  
    $___________

CELL PHONE/PAGER
         $___________
  LIFE INSURANCE

    $___________

CABLE                                       $___________            PROPERTY TAXES NOT IN MORTGAGE  $___________

FOOD                                         $___________           CHILD SUPPORT                              $___________

CLOTHING                                $___________            ALIMONY YOU PAY                      $___________

LAUNDRY / DRY CLEANING$___________          DAYCARE  

                  $___________

SCHOOL TUITION                   $___________           TOBACCO (CIGARETTES)             $___________

MEDICAL /  DENTAL              $___________           STUDENT LOAN PAYMENT
    $ __________

HOME SECURITY SYSTEM   $___________
  OTHER  (SPECIFY)

    $___________                                                                                        

TOTAL MONTHLY LIVING EXPENSES                                                       
   $____________
INCOME FROM EMPLOYMENT







HUSBAND / MAN

WIFE/ WOMAN

YEAR TO DATE GROSS INCOME

$__________________

$_____________

(total earnings this year so far)                  

GROSS INCOME   LAST YEAR  


$__________________

$_____________

GROSS INCOME  TWO YEARS AGO

$__________________

$_____________

INCOME OTHER THAN FROM EMPLOYMENT

DESCRIBE: ___________________________________________________________________________

                     ( ADC-FIA,  SOCIAL SECURITY, DISABILITY INSURANCE, CHILD SUPPORT, ETC..)



THIS YEAR


LAST YEAR


2 YEARS AGO

HUSBAND
$____________________

$___________________

$_____________

WIFE

$____________________

$___________________

$_____________

THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS WILL HELP ME ANALYZE YOUR CASE

1.  HAVE YOU OR YOUR SPOUSE EVER FILED BANKRUPTCY BEFORE?    YES   /   NO

        IF SO, STATE WHEN AND WHERE.  INCLUDE CHAPTER AND CASE NUMBER IF AVAILABLE.

        _______________________________________________________________________________

2.  ARE THERE ANY  GARNISHMENTS  OR OTHER COURT ACTIONS SUCH AS A                                                           

       DIVORCE  GOING ON AT THIS TIME?  IF SO, PLEASE PROVIDE THE FULL NAME OF THE       

       CREDITOR SUING YOU, THE COURT ADDRESS IN WHICH THE ACTION IS PENDING, AND     

       THE CASE NUMBER.

       __________________________________________________________________________________

3.  HAVE YOU HAD ANY PROPERTY REPOSSESSED OR FORECLOSED ON WIHIN THE 

       LAST YEAR?   IF SO, PLEASE GIVE THE NAME OF THE CREDITOR AND THE PROPERTY 

      TAKEN AND THE APPROXIMATE DATE IT WAS TAKEN.

       __________________________________________________________________________________

4.  HAVE YOU SOLD OR TRANSFERRED (BY SALE OR GIFT)  ANY ITEMS OF REAL OR 

       PERSONAL PROPERTY WITHIN THE LAST YEAR?  IF SO, PLEASE INDICATE THE ITEM

      THAT WAS GIVEN, THE VALUE OF THE ITEM, AND THE PERSON TO WHOM IT WAS 

      GIVEN, AND IF THEY ARE RELATED, PLEASE  PROVIDE THEIR NAME AND ADDRESS.

       __________________________________________________________________________________

5.  HAVE YOU LIVED AT ANY OTHER ADDRESS WITHIN THE LAST TWO YEARS?  IF SO,

PLEASE  PROVIDE THE FULL ADDRESS AND THE APPROXIMATE DATES YOU LIVED AT THE ADDRESS, (FROM WHEN TILL WHEN)(MONTH/YEAR)(eg. From 4-95 to 8-98)

       __________________________________________________________________________________

6.  HAVE YOU OWNED A BUSINESS OR BEEN SELF-EMPLOYED WITHIN THE LAST SIX 

       YEARS?  IF SO, PLEASE PROVIDE THE YEARS OF OPERATION AND THE AMOUNT OF 

       PROFIT FOR EACH YEAR.

       __________________________________________________________________________________

7.  HAVE YOU MADE ANY LARGE  PAYMENTS  ($600 OR MORE)  TO ANY FAMILY

       MEMBER, FRIEND OR BUSINESS PARTNER IN THE LAST YEAR?  IF SO, GIVE NAME,

       DATE AND AMOUNT.

      __________________________________________________________________________________

8.  HAVE YOU  CLOSED ANY BANK ACCOUNTS OR SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES WITHIN THE 

       LAST YEAR OR SUFFERED ANY LOSSES FROM FIRE, THEFT OR GAMBLIING?  IF SO,  

       PLEASE INDICATE WHAT.

      __________________________________________________________________________________

9.  DO YOU PRESENTLY LEASE ANY PROPERTY?  IF SO,  PLEASE INDICATE WHAT IS 

LEASED AND FROM WHOM, SUCH AS A CAR OR APARTMENT / HOUSE. PROVIDE THE COMPLETE ADDRESS OF THE LANDLORD IF YOU SIGNED A LEASE.

       __________________________________________________________________________________

10.  IS ANYONE, OTHER THAN YOUR SPOUSE, LIABLE FOR ANY OF THE DEBTS  YOU 

LISTED? IF SO, PLEASE  PROVIDE THE NAME AND COMPLETE ADDRESS OF ANY CO-SIGNERS   AND THE DEBT UPON WHICH THEY CO-SIGNED.

       __________________________________________________________________________________

11.  HAVE YOU USED ANY OF YOUR CREDIT CARDS OR TAKEN OUT ANY LOANS, OR 

       CASH ADVANCES WITHIN THE LAST NINETY (90) DAYS?  IF SO, PLEASE INDICATE

       WHEN, WITH WHOM, AND THE AMOUNTS RECEIVED.

       __________________________________________________________________________________

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LISTING CREDITORS

THE MOST IMPORTANT RULE IN FILLING OUT THE NEXT SECTION IS THAT YOU TRY TO LIST EVERY DEBT YOU OWE. PLEASE DO YOUR BEST TO TRY TO LIST ALL YOUR DEBTS. THE LAW SAYS THAT EVEN IF YOU FORGET TO LIST A CREDITOR, THE MONEY YOU OWE THEM IS STILL WIPED OUT.  LISTING A DEBT DOES NOT AUTOMATICALLY MEAN YOU WANT TO DISCHARGE THAT DEBT,  MANY DEBTS YOU WILL WANT TO KEEP, SUCH AS A MORTGAGE OR CAR  LOAN. THE DEBT MUST STILL BE LISTED SO THAT THE TRUSTEE CAN SEE YOUR WHOLE FINANCIAL PICTURE.

ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES, LIST THE FULL NAME AND ADDRESS INCLUDING THE  ZIP CODE  OF EACH OF YOUR CREDITORS.  IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, FEEL FREE TO ATTACH ADDITIONAL SHEETS.  DO NOT LIST A CREDITOR WHOSE ADDRESS IS NOT KNOWN, YOU CANNOT FILE AGAINST A CREDITOR UNLESS YOU HAVE A FULL, COMPLETE ADDRESS SO THEY CAN GET PROPER NOTICE OF YOUR BANKRUPTCY.  REMEMBER, YOU MUST LIST ALL PERSONS AND COMPANIES YOU OWE MONEY TO EVEN IF YOU WANT TO KEEP THE DEBT.   THIS INCLUDES YOUR OBLIGATIONS UNDER A CAR LEASE, APARTMENT LEASE, CAR LOANS, HOME MORTGAGES, FURNITURE FINANCING, ETC..  IN MOST BANKRUPTCIES THERE WILL BE DEBTS YOU WANT TO KEEP, SUCH AS YOUR HOME MORTGAGE OR CAR PAYMENT, OR A CREDIT UNION ACCOUNT.   LIST THESE DEBTS SO I CAN NEGOTIATE A REAFFIRMATION AGREEMENT ON YOUR BEHALF.

IF AN ACCOUNT HAS BEEN TURNED OVER TO A COLLECTION AGENCY OR AN ATTORNEY, PLEASE LIST THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF BOTH THE CREDITOR AND THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE COLLECTION AGENCY OR ATTORNEY.  THIS ENSURES THAT NOTICES WILL BE SENT TO BOTH AGENCIES TO STOP THEM FROM HARASSING YOU.

IF YOU ARE A COSIGNER FOR SOMEONE ON A PARTICULAR DEBT, BE SURE TO LIST THIS ALSO.  IF YOU HAVE A COSIGNER ON A DEBT, NOTE THIS IN THE REASON FOR DEBT SECTION.

IF A HUSBAND AND WIFE ARE BOTH FILING THIS BANKRUPTCY, PUT AN H FOR THE DEBTS WHERE ONLY THE HUSBAND IS LIABLE, W WHERE ONLY THE WIFE IS LIABLE AND J   (JOINT)  IF BOTH ARE LIABLE.

THE MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION I NEED IS THE COMPLETE ADDRESS OF THE CREDITOR,  YOU DON’T NEED THE EXACT AMOUNT YOU OWE AND YOU DON’T NECESSARILY NEED THE ACCOUNT NUMBER. LIST IT EVEN IF YOU DON’T KNOW HOW MUCH YOU OWE.
SAMPLE








SAMPLE

NAME, ADDRESS, ZIP CODE    AMOUNT        REASON FOR DEBT,  ITEMS
                                       


OWED            PURCHASED ON ACCOUNT 

                               ZIP__________



   ZIP__________



   ZIP__________



   ZIP__________



   ZIP__________



    ZIP__________

                                ZIP__________

                                ZIP__________









Husband’s   Wife’s   Joint        Cosigner

















 $ _____________

















Husband’s   Wife’s  Joint        Cosigner

















 $ _____________

















Husband’s   Wife’s  Joint        Cosigner

















 $ _____________

















Husband’s   Wife’s  Joint        Cosigner














 $ _____________

















Husband’s   Wife’s  Joint        Cosigner

















 $ _____________

















Husband’s   Wife’s  Joint        Cosigner

















 $ _____________

















Husband’s   Wife’s  Joint        Cosigner

















 $ _____________

















Husband’s   Wife’s  Joint        Cosigner

















 $ _____________











